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est degree. The argument is now transferred
from the low marshes of Positivism to the high
ground of Christian Theism. The objector,
professing total ignorance of the inscrutable
Power that governs the universe, maintains
that, on the maxims of Theists themselves, he
can prove the citation of species to be the
worst alternative. Now the first maxim of
Christian Theism is that the design of creation
is to glorify the great Creator by the wonder-
ful works of His hands. This end must be
secured, in the largest degree, by every in-
crease in the fulness and variety of the gifts He
"bestows; but subject to this one condition, that
the mode of their bestowment shall not wholly
conceal their true source, and make it easy
and natural to rest in second causes, and
ascribe to them an origin independent of the
Creator's will and good pleasure. The creation
of plants and animals, with an imparted power
to increase and multiply in successive genera-
tions without limit, plainly magnifies the power,
wisdom, and foresight of the Creator in a very
high degree. The gift of parentage, in every
case, amplifies and redoubles the simpler gift
of being. Nor is this the only gain, GEhat
scheme of nature, over which man is gifted
Trith sovereignty and large control, is vastly